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GVSU President Looks to the Future in Campus Talk
President Are nd D. Lubbers
addressed the university community
on March 20 to share information
abo ut the
state of
the
university
and plans
for the
future.
The
President
set the
scene for
his speech
by
recalling
the
"golde n
age" for university building, before
1970. He described Grand Valley's
early years, when the campus was "a
sea of mud" with all the buildings in
progress; its down-sizing years in the
late 1970s; and its emergence from

Faculty and Staff
Commencement Notice
This year's Spring Commencement
Ceremony will be held at the Van Andel
Arena on April 26. All faculty and staff
members planning to participate must
notify Sue Willemsen in the Dean of
Students Office. Those who have not
returned the yellow participation cards
should contact Willemsen at x3585.
Note: Faculty and staff members who
will process will sit in the fro nt sections.
Having an accurate number is critical.
Students are seated first and then faculty
will be seated in front of them. Parking
passes will be issued to those
who have confirmed their
participation.

the recession to its present "fast-growth
track. "
Lubbers presented his view that the
Allendale campus w ill become largely
residential, w ith 10,000-11,000 students,
and with services to no n-traditional and
part-time students occurring largely in
the Grand Rapids and Holland campuses, in Muskegon and Traverse City, and
by distance learning.
Because of the expected continued
demand fo r admission to GVSU by
qualified students , Lubbers sa id he
foresees an immediate need for additio nal classrooms and o ffices and more
student ho using.
Next month, the President plans to
ask Grand Valley's Board of Control for
permissio n to put an additio n o nto the
east end of Mackinac Hall and to
construct two mo re living centers near
the two new ones unde r construction .
The classroom and offi ce additio n to
Mackinac Hall would be slightly larger

than the o riginal building. The new
living centers would ho use 350 mo re
stude nts, raising the total accommodation on campus to 2,750.
Lubbers raised two other urgent
matters that are be ing considered by
Grand Va lley's Faculty Senate - the core
curriculum and policies relating to
status of fac ul ty me mbers. He urged the
Senate and the executive committee of
the Senate to continue and conclude
the ir work regarding these impo rtant
issues.
Othe r issues raised included: the
President's commitment to hiring
qualified personnel, including mino rities
in all categories ; his commitment to
equality in the work place; upcoming
ground breaking fo r the dow ntown
campus expansion ; plans for building in
Holland; and other future projects.
Copies of the Presiden t 's entire speech ai-e
available by calling University Communications, x2221.

Patrick Duncan: First Alumnus
To Receive Honorary Doctorate
Patrick Sheane
Duncan, author of
more than 100
screenplays and
manuscripts, left Grand
Valley in 1974 with a
degree in history and
the inspiration to be a
writer. He returned on
March 18 to receive the
first honorary degree
GVSU has given to an
alumnus. Right,
President Lubbers
p,·esents Duncan with
his honoraiy doctorate .
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Study Identifies GVSU as Force
In Growing West Michigan Economy

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Offi ce of
University Communica tions
every Monday w hen classes are
in sessio n and biweek ly during
the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send
publication items to Kathleen
Adams, ed itor, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Ma il box. From off campus,
email forum@gvsu.edu.
Telepho ne: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE o n the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu. edu/
Faculty and staff members
ca n find an online "Sketches"
submiss ion form on the Web
Site.

According to a study conducted by
financial analyst Star Hine, Grand Valley had
a total estimated economic impact of more
than $290 million o n Kent, Ottawa and
Muskegon counties during the 1995-96 fiscal
year.
Major components of the regional
economic impact are the expenditures of
GVSU employees and students. In addition
to an estimated $70 million in student
expenditures, GVSU employees spend an
estimated $20 mill ion in the area.
In addition to the jobs at the university
itself, the study estimates that 977 jobs in
the three-county area are attributable to
Grand Valley.
"The growth of ou r campuses has created
jobs in construction as well as business for a
variety of commercial and retail vendo rs and
other re lated businesses," sa id Ron VanSteeland, vice president for Finance and Administration. The study notes university expenditures for supplies and materials were more
than $80 million during the 1995-96 fiscal
year.

Highlights of GVSU
Economic Impact Study
1995-96 Fiscal Year
Funds revenues ............. .............. ....... $138,605,929
Funds expenditures & transfers .... .... ..$135,745,935
GVSU supply expenditures ................. $80,811,769
Employee disposable income .......... .... $32,938,145

Estimated university in-area
expenditures ... .......... .. .... ..... .... ........ $ 51 ,978,036
Estimated employee in-area
expenditures ...... .............. ..... ... ... .. ...$20,007,385
Estin1ated student in-area
expenditures ............ ..... ... ...... .......... $70,335,100
Total estimated direct
economic impact.. ... ... ..... ..... .. .. ..... $142,320,521
Total estimated economic impact
(includes direct & indirect) .. .. ....... $290,333,863

Full-time employees living in study area ... .. ...... 980
Jobs related to GVSU .... .. .. .. ........................ .... 4,847
Total employment attributable to GVSU .. ... .. . 5,827

Student Leaders Get a Taste of Washington
Vice President of University Relatio ns
Matt McLogan (right) and GVSU Student
Senate President James Class (left) stand

outside of the U.S. Capitol Do me w ith
Congressman Peter Hoekstra CR-Ho lla nd).
On March 11 and 12, they met w ith severa l
members of Congress to d iscuss
student loans and President
Clinton's proposed tax deductio ns
for tuition .
Aaron Hubner, Student Senate
vice president, and Class also
accompanied McLogan to a
receptio n fo r GVSU alumni living in
the Washington , D.C., area. The
event, arranged by the Alumni
Relatio ns Office, was co-cha ired by
Dan and Moll y Brown Hartleib and
Christophe r Barbee, leaders of the
alumni chapter in that area.
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Across Campus
Lubbers Advocates
For GVSU at Hearing

Science Olympiad
Offers Its Own
Rewards

Grand Va lley President Arend D.
Lubbers testified on March 19 at a
hearing of the Higher Education
Subcommittee of the Michigan Ho use of
Representatives in Lansing. The
purpose of the hearing was to rece ive
comments o n Governor Engle r's b udget
recommendation fo r the state 's universities for the fiscal year beginning in
October.

"Their enthusiasm is
contagio us! " That was how
Ma1y Ka rpen responded
whe n she was asked why
she agreed to oversee the
Chemistry Clue contest at
the 13th Annual Regional
Science Olympiad competition
held at GVSU on March 22.
This was only her second
year as a volunteer, but
attending the "pep rally for
Students from Godwin Heights Middle School show their sciscience" gave the assistant
ence spirit during the Science Olympiad awards ceremony.
professor of Chemistry an
"The global marketplace and new
opportunity to do something different.
techno logy are contributing to the rapid
"I think it's important for students to
globalization o f higher education ," says
have a variety of role models," she said.
Brenda Robinson, dean o f Internatio nal
"I like to show kids some dive rsity, let
Affairs. "No longer is higher education
them know women can be successful in
provided solely w ithin national borscience. And seeing their enthusiasm ders ."
that was a nice break. "

In his comme nts, Lubbers referred to
Engler's suggested 2.5 percent increase
for each of Michiga n's public universities as fa ir, but expressed concern that
th is amo unt doesn't consider e nrollme nt
growth . "Du ring much of the past
decade, yo u and you r colleagues in the
Senate took enro llment change into
account when setting the appropriation
level for each campus, " Lubbe rs told
the House members . "It w ill be no
surprise that I ask you not to aba ndon
that policy. "

GVSU was also ad mitted to membership in COUNCIL, fo rmerly CIEE
(Council on International Educatio nal
Exchange) in November. A dynamic
organization that advocates w ith
governmenta l and p rivate organizations
worldwide for glo balizatio n of education , COUNCIL has sites in more than
30 countries. It is o ne o f the world's
leading o rganizations providing international educational exchanges and
related services.

Because the suggested increase is
not supported by a minimum level of
funding per student, the actual fisca l
yea r equated stude nt funding figure
would drop from last year's $4, 150 per
student to approximately $4,000 per
student in 1998. "If the executive
recommendation is unchanged for
Grand Valley, our students will actually
see a 3 percent decrease in the support
they get from the state," Lubbe rs sa id.

Ka rpen was one of the 55 GVSU
fac ulty and staff members who made
the event possible.
"Grand Valley has hosted this event
for so many years because it's important
for students to see that these subjects
are meaningful and can also be fun ,"
said Sa nd i Bacon , co-director of the
tournament.
More than 1,500 students from 74
west Michigan middle and high schools
in Kent and Ottawa counties took part
in a variety o f activities demonstrating
science and mathematics principles.

GVSU Joins Global
Association

Coming Events

Gra nd Va lley has gained membership
in the Global Alliance for Transnatio nal
Educatio n (GATE), a Washington, D.C. based group that is a global partner to
institutio ns of higher educatio n, multinational corporations, national associatio ns
and government agencies. GATE is
active in distance education as it
pertains to the delivery and receipt of
educational services across national
bo rde rs. It is also involved in the glo bal
standardization of professional education crede ntials.

Forum Series Adds Speaker
April 4
Antonio Herrera, professor of
Education, w ill speak on "The Ds of
Colombia-US Diplomatic Relations:
Dollars, Drugs, Decertification, and
Double Standards" in a special program
in the Latin American Studies Forum
Series on Friday, April 4, at noon in 210
Lake Superior Hal l. The university
community and the public are invited
to atte nd.

A native of Colombia, Herrera has
just returned from a visit to that country. His presentation is an ove1view o f
the p resent climate in relations between
the United States and Colombia.
Herrera's scho larship in educatio n
focuses o n wo rld literacy. He has also
published and consulted internationally
o n the subject of time manageme nt in
academia and in the corporate world.
continued on page 4
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Coming Events
continued.from page 3

University Club News

Jazz Concert Wraps Up
Lunchbreak Series

Faculty and staff me mbers are invited
to bring their fam ilies to The Meadows
for tbe Unive rs ity Club's Easter Egg
Party and Hunt on Saturday, April 5,
from 2-4 p.m. Beverages ·will be served.
The hosts for the party are Connie
Jones a nd Ron Ga rrett. The cost is $2
p e r child (maximum $5 per family) for
UClu b membe rs and $3 pe r child
(maximum $10 per fam ily) for nonmembers. Check should be m ade
payable to "GVSU Unive rsity Club" and
sent to Ron Garrett at 618 Eberhard
Center. Call Garrett with questions, at
x6758

The Weste rn Jazz Q ua rte t w ill
perform at the Cook-DeWitt Cente r at
noon o n Wednesday, April 2, to close
the 1996-97 Lunchbrea k Series season .
The quartet will play traditional , new
and improvisational tunes at the
concert.
A reside nt fac ul ty e nsemble in the
School of Music at Weste rn Michigan
Un iversity, the gro up combines pe rforming and teaching as they p e rform.

Science and Mathematics
Student Research Day
Planned

The Western Jazz Quartet

More than 120 GVSU students will
give ora l prese ntations or disp lay
poste rs explaining their research in the
fields of science and math during the
second annual Student Research Days
on Thursday, April 10, and Friday, April
11. Scheduled presentatio ns begin in
the Seymour and Esther Padnos Hall of
Science o n Thursday nig ht, from
6 - 8:35 p.m. , a nd continue from 9 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m . on Friday. An appreciation luncheon for presente rs and
sponsors will fo ll ow at the Kirkhof
Center. William K. Hartmann will be the
keyno te speaker during the luncheon.

Hartma nn, an inte rnationally known
p laneta1y scientist, is especia lly noted
for his research on the e volu tion of
p lane tary systems and for pionee ring
the mode rn theo1y on how the moon
was formed.
Eve nt coordinator Nea l Rogness,
Math and Statistics professor, sees the
research day as a needed opportunity to
showcase the students' research.
"I think this g ives stude nts a wonderful opportunity to stretch a little more,"
said Rog ness . "It will look good on their
resumes and proves they can speak in
front of an audie nce. "
Rogness said be and the othe r
o rgan izers are giving tbe students a
taste of the "real world" by modeling
the resea rch clay after professional
confere nces . He e ncouraged faculty
membe rs to incorporate the event in
their classes if possible.

AP Luncheon
To Be Held April 22
The recipient of the Administrative/
Professional staff member of the yea r
award will be announced at the AP
luncheon o n April 22 . The luncheon
begins at 11:45 a .m. in the Grand Rive r
Room of the Kirkhof Ce nte r. Rese1vations ca n be made by calling the
Human Resources Office by April 11 , at
x2215 .

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Constance Jones, assista nt pro fessor
of English , Catherine Jones-Rikkers ,
assista nt professor of Ma nageme nt,
Laura Vander Broek, assistant p ro fessor
of English , Don Williams, professor o f
Anthropology and Sociology, a nd Jay
Cooper, associate directo r of Stude nt
Life , gave a conference presentation,
titl ed "Ma king Connectio ns-Integrating
Service Learning a nd Inte rnational
Educatio n ," at the Inte rnatio nal Pa rtne rship fo r Serv ice Lea rning confe re nce in

Kingsto n , Jamaica . The presentation
was sponsored in part by the Ce nter on
Philanthropy a nd Non-profit Leade rship.
Neil W MacDonald, assistant professor of Biology and Natural Resources
Ma nageme nt, and Brandon Ducsay, a
senio r in the Na tural Resources Ma nage me nt program , are the a utho rs of
"Growth and Survival of Jack Pine
Exposed to Simu lated Acid Rain as
Seed lings," w hich was published in Soil
Science Society of America Journal,

January-February 1997 issue . The ir
paper re ports results of a study supported by the Science and Mathematics
Divisio n summe r undergrad uate
research program.
Mary Ann Sheline, director of tbe
Regional Math and Science Cente r at
GVSU, a nd Karen Meyers, program
coordinato r of the center, co-authored
an article , titled "The West Michigan
Science Festiva l," which was published

continued on page 5
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued f rom p age 4

in the March 1997 issue of Science
Scop e, the middle school journal of the
Natio nal Science Teachers' Associatio n.
Peggy Hoban, and Karen Meyers,
progra m coordinators of GVSU's
Regional Math and Science Cente r,
conducted a worksho p , titled "Explo ring Scientific Data Using the CBL," at a
meeting of Michigan Science Teachers'
44th Annual Conference in Detroit.
Linda McCrea, assistant professor of
Educatio n, and Elizabeth Storey, visiting
assistant professor of Education , gave a
jo int presentation, titled "Addressing
Diversity Issues in the Eleme ntary
Classroom Through Children's Literature
and Resource Activities," for the
Michigan Council of Exceptio nal
Children Conventio n.
GVSU received a grant from the
Michigan Department of Education

through a State Initiated Project last fall ,
which involved 12 Grand Valley
undergraduate students and a combined
practicum experience. Seven of these
students served o n a panel in February
to present their experie nces and
reactions to the p roject. The session
w as conducted by Linda McCrea, project
director, and Sandra Miller, project
coordinator, at the Michigan Council of
Exceptional Children Convention . The
students who presented were : Joe Allen ,
Julie Armstrong, Pene lope Axe, Kim
Ennis, Michelle Shaler, Cara Englesma,
and Sue Kiviniemi .
Janet Vail, Water Resources Institute
research associate, recently completed
her term on the steering committee for
the Great Lakes Regional Pollution
Prevention Ro undtable. She presented a
session o n pollution preventio n training
at that group's confe rence in Chicago .

Benefits Bulletin
Passage of Small Business
Job Protection Act Affects
Benefits
As part of the Pension Simplificatio n
piece of the Small Business Job Protectio n Act, 403(b) participants were given
the freedom to make changes to
supplemental retirement acco unt
contributio n amounts more than o nce
per year. If you are currently contributing to a supplemental retirement
account (SRA) and would like to make
a change to the amount that yo u are
contributing, please contact the Benefits
Office at (616) 895-2220, for the
appropriate fo rm. If you would like to
know mo re about the available supplementa l retirement account options, call
the Benefits Office to obtain materials
o r make an appointment with Amy
Tennis, benefits manager.
To ra ise government revenue to
cover the cost of the Small Busi ness Job
Protectio n Act, the Tuition Assistance
section of the Internal Reven ue Code

(Code Section 127) was amended .
Effective July 1, 1996, this sectio n of the
code now requires employers to include
the value of graduate level tuition
assistance fo r employees or their
dependents in the faculty or staff
members' taxable income.
Fo r faculty and staff (but not their
de pendents), if the graduate level
courses are "job related," as determined
by the IRS, an exception may be made
provided the appo inting officer
approves. The only other exception to
this regulation is for graduate assistants,
who receive tuition credits in return for
teaching or resea rch work. The GVSU
Payro ll Department will be adding
waived tuitio n amounts to fac ulty and
staff members' pay checks semiannually. All appropriate taxes w ill be
w ithheld . Memos w ill be sent to notify
the individuals affected by this new
regulation .
Call Tennis w ith q uestions about this
regulatio n change at x2220, or address
your questions to "Benefit Q uestions, "
via cc:Ma il.

Howard Jansen, coordinator of
secondary stude nt teache rs in the
School of Education , and Linda McCrea,
assistant professor and coordinato r of
elementa1y student teachers, made a
presentation on "Portfolio - Teacher" at
the Inter-Institutional Teacher Education
Council's Fire-Up Co nference.
Lawrence Beery, visiting assistant
professor of Communications, presented
a worksho p titled "Advertising Surviva l
Skills" at the Best of the Midwest
Regional College Newspapers Convention held in Minneapo lis. The confe rence was hosted by Associated Collegiate Press, a national organization that
serves the college and scholastic press.
Beery is fa culty adviser to The
Lanthorn, the student-run newspaper
on campus.
Curt Jones, professor of Anthropology and Sociology, gave presentatio ns
on cultural diversity to members of the
Wyoming Police Department.
Deanna Morse, professor of Comm unicatio ns, has had her film "Sand paintings" juried into the Big Muddy Film
Festival. "Sa ndpaintings" fo llows two
Navajo-inspired figures as they explo re
contempora1y spaces in search of
symbols that hold meaning. The film
combines live action with cut-out a nd
computer animation .
Rosalyn Muskovitz, associate professor of Art and Design , delivered a
lecture titled "New Kind of Art Comp uters" to the Friends of Art at the
Muskegon Museum of Art.
Michael Yuhas, professor of Accounting and Taxation , co-authored an article
in the Winter 1997 edition of the Real
Estate Law Journal w ith James A.
Fellows, professor of Accounting at the

continued on page 6

Job Openings
Executive,Administrative, Professional

Assistant Director of Housing, Housing
Office, $23,700 - $53,000.
Media Production Specialist, University
Commun ications, $21,600 - $48,000.
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Calendar of Events
Cultural Events

Sat., Apr. 5

2-4 p.m.: Unive rsity Club Easter Egg Hunt. The Meadows. $5
for UClub families; $10 for non-UClub families. Call
x6750.

Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless
otherwise noted .

Sports

Thurs., Feb. 20-Mon. , Mar. 31

Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change.

Gallery Hours: GVSU Alumni Print Exhibition. Calder
Gallery, CFAC.

Tues .,Apr. 1

Wed.,Apr.2

Wed.,Apr. 2

12 noon: Lunchbreak Series. The Western Jazz Quartet.
CDC.
5-7 p.m.: Department o f Music Series. Jazz Workshop III,
third in a series of three jazz workshops. LAT, CFAC.

2 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Northwood University at GVSU .

Fri. ,Apr. 4-Sat.,Apr. 5

3:30 p.m.: Women's Softball. Madonna University at GVSU.

Thurs., Apr. 3

3 p.m.: Men's Baseball at Aquinas College . Wyoming-Kimble
Field.
3 p .m.: Women's Softball at Cornerstone College.

8 p.m.: Theatre Performance . The Crystal. LAT, CFAC. Cost
$7 adults; $5 students; $3 children , handicapped, senio rs
& groups. Call x3668 .

Fri. ,Apr.

Sat.,Apr. 5-Sun., Apr. 6

Sat.,Apr. 5-Sun. ,Apr. 6
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3 p.m.: Men 's Baseball. Cornerstone College at GVSU.

2 p.m.: Theatre Perfo rmance. The Crystal. LAT, CFAC. Call
x3668.

1 p .m. & 12 p.m.: Men's Baseball. Gannon Un iversity at
GVSU .

General Events

Sat.,Apr. 5

Tues.,Apr. 1

8 a.m.-12 noon: OEE International Seminar Series. "International Strategic Alliances." EC. Call x6770.
Fri. ,Apr. 4

8 a .m.-12 noon: OEE Business Seminar. "Business Aviation
Seminar. " EC. Cost $50. Call x6770.
12 noon: Latin American Studies Forum Series. "The Ds of
Colombia ." 210 LSH.

10 a.m.: Track & Field at Aquinas College . Houseman Field,
Grand Rapids.
1 p.m.: Women's Softball. Northwood University at GVSU.
1 p .m. : Men's Tennis at Mercyhurst. Erie, PA.
Sun.,Apr. 6

10 a.m. : Men's Tennis at Gannon University. Erie , PA.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 5

University of South Florida. The article was titled "Sales of
Realty in an Era of Tax Reform: Capital Gain Versus Ordinary Income. "
Claudia Bajema, M.B.A. Program directo r, was on a
Women in Politics panel as pa1t of Women's History Month
celebration held at the Gerald R. Ford Museum.

Hajo Drees, assistant professor of German, gave a
presentation, titled "Teaching Written Business Communication with German Business Letters, " in Orlando, at the South
Eastern Conference on Foreign Languages and Literatures.
Drees also participated at a roundtable discussion titled
"Wither with German Studies in the U.S.A. "
Laurie Gasahl, visiting instructo r of Geography, gave a

lecture , titled "China Today," at a meeting of AAUW Muskegon N. Ottawa China Study Group in Muskegon.
Kayleen Pawloski, visiting instructor of Computer Science

and Information Systems, and Mary Last, instructor of
Computer Science and Informatio n Systems, made a presentatio n o n "What Teachers Need to Know" at the Michigan
Association of Computer Users in Learning Conference in
Detroit.
Fred Chapman, assistant professor of Communications,
was appointed by the Ionia County Board of Commissioners
to serve on the Overall Economic Development Program
Committee (OEDP ) of West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission. The OEDP reviews and sets priorities fo r
capital grant requests from local governmental units within
the eight-county region . Chapman is chairman of the Ionia
County Economic Alliance.
Sanjay P.Ahuja, assistant professor of Computer Science,
had a paper, titled "Performance Based Reliability Optimization for Computer Networks, " accepted by the Institute of
Electrical and Electrical Eng ineers (IEEE) Southeastcon 97
conference, at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA. This conference is jo intly sponsored by IEEE and Virginia Tech .

